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Where do you see Christ? 
 
Christmas provides many opportunities not only to see Christ but also to hear and feel Him. 
He is central to all the sights, sounds, and textures of Christmas. From the hymns we sing to 
the symbolic star on the tree to the presents we give and receive, Jesus is and should be the 
primary focus of the Christmas season and always. 
 
The Christmas story is a personal invitation to come and see, to feel and find Jesus.  It is an 
invitation to those who may be prepared and learned, those who are overwhelmed and 
waiting, and those who will be caught by surprise when Christ comes. The application of this 
all-important story is life-changing, and the invitations are all around us. As a cherished 
carol points out, “Come to Bethlehem and see / Him whose birth the angels sing; / Come, 
adore on bended knee / Christ the Lord, the newborn King” 
 
 
**MARY fear not . . . 

The story of Christmas, of finding Jesus, begins with His mother.  
“And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner 
of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast 
found favour with God” (Luke 1:29–30; emphasis added). 

 
Gaye Strathearn, a Latter-day Saint scriptorian, says this of the experience: 

When Gabriel appears, Mary is a young woman engaged to be married to Joseph 
(see Luke 1:27). Although we do not know how old Mary was at the time, in 
antiquity it was possible for marriage contracts to be arranged even before 
puberty. Gabriel’s appearance and declarations that Mary is “highly favoured,” 
that “the Lord is with thee,” that she is “blessed . . . among women” (Luke 1:28), 
and that, according to the Joseph Smith Translation of Luke 1:28, she was 
“chosen” (see also Alma 7:10) must have elicited a mixed reaction of confusion 
and even fear in Mary. We can only imagine what thoughts might have raced 
through her mind at that moment, but they could have included questions like, 
“Why does God consider me to be ‘blessed among women’?” “Why have I ‘found 
favour with God’ and what does that even mean?” (see Luke 1:30) (“Mary, the 
Mother of Jesus,” Ensign or Liahona, Jan. 2019) 

Mary is a central and inspiring figure in the scriptural account of the Christmas 
story. She shows us that we have the power to do hard things—to accept 
overwhelming callings or difficult circumstances—when we align our will with 
God’s: “And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished 
that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was 
no room for them in the inn” (Luke 2:6–7). And we, like Mary, can take what we 
are given and say, “Be it unto me according to thy word,” (Luke 1:38) and find 
reason to feel comfort 
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**JOSEPH willingly served . . . 

We have limited knowledge about Jesus’s earthly father. We have no specific records 
reflecting Joseph’s exact conversations or personal thoughts, but we can read of his reaction 
to Mary’s condition and his willingness to step in and give support as husband and father. 
And we can see his willingness to accept the revelatory charge and answer the call: “But 
while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a 
dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that 
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost” (Matthew 1:20). 

 
Joseph believed in Christ’s divine sonship. Instead of focusing on outcomes, he showed 
courage and devotion in taking to wife a pregnant and overwhelmed Mary. He provided for 
his new family—from answering the tax collectors’ call to securing shelter on the night of 
Jesus’s birth to eventually fleeing with his family to Egypt for protection. These actions of 
faith and devotion testify of Joseph’s conviction regarding Jesus as the hope of Israel, the 
very Son of God. Let us all be a little more like Joseph and focus not only on what we have to 
offer but also on how it can influence others for good. By serving and sharing what we have, 
we will keep the spirit of Christmas throughout the year. 
 
**SHEPHERDS were surprised . . . 

Everyone is invited to come unto Christ. Some of us are seeking and searching, and others, 
like the shepherds in the field, are caught by a wonderful surprise.  

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night.  

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them: and they were sore afraid.  

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people.  

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord.  

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger. . . . 

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this 
thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. (Luke 
2:8–12, 15) 

What must the shepherds have felt after receiving the angel’s wonderful invitation? 
Reverence and awe mixed with fear? Surprise that they had been invited to see the Savior? 
They did not send their regrets but went right then to “see this thing which is come to pass” 
(Luke 2:15). 
The shepherds’ part in the Nativity storyline teaches us that angels can and do appear when 
least expected. And sometimes, the most important gifts come when we are least expecting 
them: “And [the shepherds] came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe 
lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which 
was told them concerning this child” (Luke 2:16–17). 
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**ANGELS sang peace . . . 

The scriptures are replete with stories of angels. One of the most beautiful stories is the 
appearance of an angelic choir celebrating the birth of the Savior.  Following the angel’s 
announcement to the shepherds, “suddenly there was . . . a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God” (Luke 2:13). The heavenly choir sang, “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men” (Luke 2:14). Angels heralded the birth of the Christ with 
song. The angel’s announcement to the shepherds was the answer to all the questions we 
have: our loving Savior. God is the ultimate answer. He is the finisher of our faith and the 
physician to eliminate our fear, hate, loss, and hurt. The choir of angels sang in the dark and 
proclaimed peace.  If you look, you will be able to find ways to testify of Christ and His 
healing power even in the wake of great worry and trials.  
 
**WISE MEN worshipped and presented gifts . . . 

Not everyone was caught by surprise at the birth of the Savior. The scriptures talk about the 
wise women and men who were anticipating and preparing for the prophesied arrival of the 
baby in Bethlehem. And though our Nativities depict three well-dressed Wise Men present 
at the baby’s birth, these men most likely came later, bearing gifts they probably presented 
to a toddler-aged Jesus: “And when they were come into the house, they saw the young 
child with Mary his mother” (Matthew 2:11; emphasis added). Regardless of the timing of 
the Wise Men’s arrival, it is evident from the record that many, including these men, had 
been waiting, planning, and watching for the signs of Christ’s birth. I wonder how many 
times they thought they saw the astronomical signal only to be disappointed that it wasn’t 
the blessed star after all.  But then came that glorious night “when they saw the star, [and] 
they rejoiced with exceeding great joy” (Matthew 2:10). The Wise Men came to the house 
“and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they 
presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh” (Matthew 2:11; emphasis 
added). These educated, wealthy, influential men worshipped this young child on bended 
knee, though the boy had not been born in a palace. These Wise Men knew who this child 
was. They knew He was the King of kings and Lord of lords, and they knew their gifts were 
rightly placed. Not only did what they gave serve as a symbolic offering, but these treasured 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh likely provided much-needed support for this family 
during their subsequent journeys as refugees to Egypt and later back to Jerusalem. 

 
You may not consider yourself wise or blessed with gold and gifts to spare. You may not 
even feel like you know the scriptures well enough to talk of Christ and seek Him, but you 
are still invited to share what gifts you do have. We all have something to share. Come and 
worship the King of kings.  
 
**JESUS is the reason . . .  

The Savior of the world was born on a quiet night in a small town in the humblest of 
circumstances. We seek for and commemorate the sweet Christ child for who He would 
become, the lessons He would teach, and the sacrifice He would make for all of us. His 
greatest gift, the true reason for celebration, was given to each of us in the garden, on the 
cross, and in the empty tomb. He descended below all so He could succor us in our 
suffering. Long after the shepherds and Wise Men came and worshipped Jesus on bended 
knee, Jesus allowed other men to come, “and they smote him on the head with a reed, and 
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did spit upon him” (Mark 15:19). The Savior permitted this so He could feel all that you feel, 
so He could suffered all that you suffer. He didn’t just atone for everyone. He atoned for 
you. He atoned for your sins, your pain, your addiction, your sorrow, and your abuse. He 
wept for you and with you in both your joy and your loneliness and loss. 

 
The lyrics of the beloved Christmas carol “Angels We have Heard on High” invite us to 
“come to Bethlehem and see / Him whose birth the angels sing; / Come, adore on bended 
knee / Christ the Lord, the newborn King” (Hymns, no. 203) 

 
** So, where do you see Christ? This Christmas, and all through the year, I hope you see Him 
in all the activities you carry out, in the Nativity moments of your life. I hope you see Him 
when you are troubled and overwhelmed, as Mary was. See Him in your willingness to share 
what you have to offer, as Joseph did. Feel Him in giving and receiving unexpected and 
needed gifts, as the shepherds did. Hear Him as you sing songs of peace, as the angels did. 
And seek Him and feel the joy that comes from worshipping Him and serving others, as the 
Wise Men did. Christmas is for our real life—not just for the days that are decorated and 
glowing. Christ is for the seasons of both loss and love, of both crisis and celebration. 
Christ’s Atonement is the ultimate gift that keeps giving long after the season is passed. He 
was born, died, and was resurrected for you and for those you love. 
 
I invite you, to find and adore Him. Look around you and ask Where do I see Christ?  He is all 
around if we but look.  Everyday keep seeking Him until He comes again. 
 
 
 


